
 

 

Political Economy and Development 

Course title - Intitulé du cours Political Economy and Development 

Level / Semester - Niveau /semestre M2 / S1 

School - Composante Ecole d'Economie de Toulouse 

Teacher - Enseignant responsable AZAM JEAN-PAUL 

Lecture Hours - Volume Horaire CM 30 

TA Hours - Volume horaire TD  

TP Hours - Volume horaire TP 0 

Course Language - Langue du cours Anglais 

TA and/or TP Language - Langue des TD et/ou TP  

 

Teaching staff contacts - Coordonnées de l’équipe pédagogique : 

I am easily available either at my office #MF120 or at the end of the course. This is the most popular 

method and students never hesitate to come and talk to me at that time. You can also make an 

appointment by e-mail. If you need me to give you my address, please go back to first-year 

undergraduate. 

Course’s Objectives - Objectifs du cours : 

I want you to understand how economic theory and apllied econometrics can help you to (i) 

understand the real world, (ii) make precise diagnoses about important distortions, and (3) find 

appropriate policy responses. That's why the course focuses on various aspects of foreign aid: what it 

is supposed to acheive, what it is really used for, and what rich countries get in return for the 

disbursement of aid money. As a profession, development economics is mainly about spending 

foreign aid. 

Prerequisites - Pré requis : 

You need (i) to master standard microeconomic reasonnings and some elementary game theory, and 

(ii) to have some understanding of the basic techniques of applied econometrics, e.g., 2SLS. 

Practical information about the sessions - Modalités pratiques de gestion du cours : 

Come the way you are. Laptops, drinks and sandwiches are allowed, provided you don't make noise 

or disturb the others in any way. I expect you to be very active in the class, asking any question that 

is bugging you. The papers discussed and the corresponding slides are available on Moodle a few 

weeks before the course, so you're not supposed to spend your time copying under dictation. 

Grading system - Modalités d’évaluation : 

The final exam in an oral one. You pick up the title of a paper in a bag, and you have 18 minutes to 

allocate between preparation and presentation. The papers are the ones discussed in class, and you 

can take whichever notes you have about them. The best grades go to the students who clearly show 

that they have understood the paper and its implications for the real world, and that they have some 

intuition about how to move further on. 



Bibliography/references - Bibliographie/références : 

The reading list is posted on Moodle. 

Session planning - Planification des séances : 

The table of contents is posted on Moodle. 

 


